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Forewords.
l. by Gillian Rees

The fascination and interest created by Casanova's Story of My Life seems to be never
ending. Not many years after its initial publication in German in 1822, the first fundamental
examination of his memoirs appeared in 1846, and from that time onwards the volume of
works concerning Casanova has steadily grown. Despite more than 400 editions of his
memoirs which have now been produced in over 20 languages, volumes of his lettiats, rep
of his other works, and the recent publication of many inédits from the archive material left at
his death, Casanovists are still busy researching various aspects of his life.

Over 3,650 books and articles have now been written about thisreticry man
covering his sojourn in different parts of Europe and particular periods in his life; his interest
in women, food, the theatre, medicine, chemistry and the cabala, to name but a few; and the
varied men and women that became associated withMamy books have dealt with
critiques of his work, others have attempted a psychological analysis of his character. A
mammoth undertaking is now under way to make available for the future computer copies of
the papers left at his death.

The author ofhis present volume has combined his considerable knowledge of historic
carriages and his interest in the memoirs to add yet more to the rich tapestry of our knowledc
about Casanova. A unique book describing the private carriages that Casanova owned, the
roads he travelled on throughout Europe, with all the customs and costs that such travel
imposed in the days of the Grand Tour. Casanova was one of the very first people to leave u
a description of such extensive travelling in his own carriage, and tiner dxas himself
travelled over 10,000 kilometres in his research of the post roads and posting inns that
Casanova used. This book brings together for the first time a history of the developing use in
the 18th century of the private travelling carriagepanticular of the English Chariot, with an
analytical account of Casanova's great journeys.

Gillian Rees, Eastbourne, December 1995
II. by Pablo Giinther

The age of the motorcar is separated from that of the Jdoasen carriage by the grand
time of he railway. Between 1860 and 1910 this ingenious, but public transport, was
completely unrivalled for long distance travelling; only a few of the stpkrpreferred to
continue travelling in their own posting chariots.

In Germany, the common usetbe automobile did not start until the 1950s. That is why,
after a hundred years of travelling on the railways, we have forgotten the former use of the
private travelling carriage. At most we remember the "romantic" stage coach of the 19th
century, with tle postilion merryly blowing his horn. But the century before that now seems
very remote; and furthermore, travelling by private carriage in that time has remained largely
unresearcheda notable gap in travel and carriage literature.

Indeed, the plesure of riding in one's own carriage, and of the freedom and mobility that it
gave, is not a pleasure of life reserved only to today's car drivers. The time when it began cal
be clearly determined: it happened when the ceadter two hundred yearsvastechnically
improved, and in consequence able to leave the cities and travel large distances on the wide
network of post roads which by then existed.

The first known devotee of this modern way of travelling is Giacomo Casanova. This quite
clearly meas that the adventurer from Venice and world famous lover washel$ost
great user of the modern private carriageof whom we have complete knowledge, thus
being the forerunner of all of us motorists.



Like millions of people, | love driving my caMy present one is my seventeenth
Casanova had nineteen. Having my "carriage" ready to roll in front of the house, | share with
Casanova a good feeling in this regard, too.
Pablo Gunther, Hergensweiler, May 1996



A Favourable Thunderstorm;
Or, The Story when Casanova Becai@sanova

[From: Giacomo Casanova, "A History of My Life", translated by Willard R Trask, published by
Longmans, 19671970, vol. I, chapter 5, pages 15P55.

Notes between [ ], the translation from "caléche" gatashand the bold print are my own.]
Pasiano di Pordenone, May 1742.

On Ascension Day we all went to call on Signora Berg@alsparo Gozzi's wife, at their villa
in Visinale], a fanous ornament of the Italian Parnassus. When it was time to refRasisno
the tenanfarmer's pretty bride started to get into the feeated carriage in which her
husband and her sister had already taken places, thus leaving me all by myssedi-in a
wheeledcalash | protested, loudly complaining of her unjust suspicions; and the company all
insisted that she must not insult me in this fashion. At that, she came in with me, and upon m
telling the postilion that | wanted to go by the shortest route, he left atllee carriages and
took the road through the forest of Cecchini

The sky was clear, but in less than half an hour a storm came up, one of those storms whic
come up in ltalylast half an hour, seem to be trying to turn the earth and the elements upside
down, and subside into nothing, with the sky cleared and the air cooler; so that usually they
do more good than harm.

"Oh my God!" said the bride. "We are in for a storm."

"Yes, and though thealashis covered, the rain will ruin your dress, I'm sorry to say."

"What do | care about my dress? It's the thunder I'm afraid of."

"Stop up your ears."

"And the lightning?"



"Postilion, take us somewhere wheve can find shelter."

"The nearest houses," he answered, "are half an hour from here, and in half an hour the
storm will be over."

So saying, he drives calmly on. There is a flash of lightning, then another, thunder rumbles
and the poor womais shaking all over. The rain comes down. | take off my cloak to use it to
cover us both in front; and, heralded by an enormous flash, the lightning strikes a hundred
paces ahead. The horses rear, and the poor lady is seized by spasmodic convulsions. She
throws herself on me and clasps me in her arms. | bend forward to pick up the cloak, which
had fallen to our feet, and, as | pick it up, | raise her skirts with it. Just as she is trying to pull
them down again, there is another flash of lightning, andenear deprives her of the power
to move. Wanting to put the cloak over her again, | draw her toward me; she literally falls on
me, and | quickly put her astride me. Since her position could not be more propitious, | lose
no time, | adjust myself to it ian instant by pretending to settle my watch in the belt of my
breeches.

) .. through théorest of Cecchini..
%, Realizing that if she did not stop me at once, she could no
longer defend herself, she makes an effort, but | tell her that
gx/if she doesiot pretend to have fainted, the postilion will turn
V4 and see everything. So saying, | leave her to call me an
|mp|ous monster to her heart's content, | clasp her by the
buttocks, and carry off the most complete victory that ever a
iskillful swordsman won.
The rain coming down in torrents and the wind blowing
075 =tstraight in our face, she is reduced to telling me with the
¥ _~greatest seriousness that | am ruining her reputation, for the
O postlllon must be able to see her.
® "l can see him," | answered, "and has no idea of turning
& around, and even if he did my cloak covers us both

S completely; be reasonable and act as if you were in a faint,

& for | tell you | have no intention of letting you go."
% She gives in, at the same time asking me how | can defy
ithelightning with such impious daring; | answer that the
{10 ivenya - spads:lightning is on my side, she is inclined to believe me, she has
o TRl (8 e ,!Iost almost all her fear, and having seen and felt my ecstasy,
she askes me if | have finished. | laugh and answer no, | want her conskthie storm is
over.

"Consent, or | will pull off my cloak."

"You are a monster who will have made me miserable for the rest of my days. Are you
satisfied now?"

"No."

"What do you want?"

"A flood of kisses."

"Oh, how wrethed | am! Well, there you are!"

"Tell me that you forgive me. Admit that | have given you pleasure."

"Yes. You can see that for yourself. | forgive you."

At that, | wiped her off, and when | asked her to do as much for me, | saw thatshe wa
smiling.



"Tell me that you love me," | said.

"No, because you are an atheist and Hell awaits you."
| now put her back in her place and, seeing that the sky had cleared, | assured her that the
postilion had never turned around. Joking overamlwenture and kissing her hands, | said |
was sure | had cured her of her fear of thunder, but that she would never tell anyone the secr
of the cure. She answered that at least she was sure no woman had ever been cured before
such a remedy.

"In athousand years," | said, "it must have happened a million times. | will even tell you
that when | got into thealashl was counting on it, for it was the only way | knew to possess
you. Cheer up. | assure you that there is not a timid woman in the\xm:uldvould have

dared to resist in your situatioigsss LS &
"l can well believe it. But in future | will travel with nc
one but my husband."
"You will make a mistake, for your husband will not |
have the sense to reassure you as | have done."
“That istrue too. One learns the strangest things fro
you; but you may be sure | will never travel with you
again." ok
In such charming exchanges we reacﬁadlanobefore L et
any of the others. She had hardly got out of the calash
before she ran and locked herselher room while | was [ ¢! &1}
looking for a scudo to give to the postilion. He was T
laughing.
"Why are you laughing?"
"You know why."
"Here is a ducato for you. But hold your tongue."
.. to theVilla Monterealein Pasiano.




POSTING, ALPINE PASSES, SHIPS:
Casanova and Travelling in the Century of the Grand Tour.

You travelled for fortyeight hours without stopping.
What a great man you are for travelling!
Francesca Buschini in a letter of 1783 to Giacomo Casanova.

Two young ladieselax while passing along the Cote d'Azur on their Grand Tour to Rome in
1860. They are travelling in an English coach similar to the one shown in the picture below. A
hundred years earlier, Casanova used to travel in the same way, relaxed and sitting in a
English carriage.

Top: Painting by Augustus Egg, 1860 (cutting); from: Zwei Jahrhunderte Englische Malerei, Munich

1980.- Bottom: "Royal state carriage” in English style built at the Swedish Royal Mews workshop at the
end of the 18th century. Photovtustkammaren, Stromsholm, Sweden.

Introduction

The term Grand Tour" originated in Great Britain in the 17th century. It designated the
“round trip" over Continental Europeespecially in Italy which was considered an essential
final polish for the cultural education of a British gentleman. Great Britain thus beGarde
remained so until the upheaval of the 2nd World Wae world'smost prominent “tourist"”
nation.

The goal of most Grand Tour travellers was to reach Italy as directly as possible, so that a
fairly "standard" itinerary was developed very soon. The British "tourists" usually crossed the
English Channel by the Dow€alais packeboat, then travelled through France via Paris and
Lyons. The Alps were crossed by the Mount Cenis pass in order to reach Turin, the first mair



Italian goal of the Tour. Thereafter the trip continued via Piacenza, Parma, and Bologna, ther
ove the Apennines to Florence, and finally via Tuscany to Rome.

After Rome, a further trip to Naples was also considered "mandatory"”. On the return from
Naples the travellers usually proceeded to Venice, visiting on the way the basilica of Loreto, :
famous pilgrimage site near Ancona. From Venice they would continue either to Switzerland
or to Bavaria via the Tyrol. The closing journeys of the Grand Tour were the Rhinelands and
the Low Countries. More daring travellers would of course venture muchriagttier east
to Austria, Saxony, Brandenburg, and so on, or west to Spain and Portugal.

These "pleasure” travels (i.e., carried out for neither commercial nor official reasons)
required two things in order to be carried out in acceptable comstitibe existence of
adequate roads, and the possibility to change horses at regular and frequent intervals.

Regular, public transport services, called "cursus publicus" or "cursus vehicularis", had
already been created during the Roman Empire, bytdid not survive its fall. Neither good
roads nor horsehanging stations had been available in a general way in Europe during the
Middle Ages, but they began to reappear in ltaly in the early Renaissance.

The first really long distand@ost- cours (from the Latin "Posta”, derived probably from
"equites depositi”, i.e., posted riders) in modern Europe was inaugurated in 1492 from
Innsbruck to Mechelen (near Brussels). Thereafter road building and post services were
continuously developed, and thecend half of the sixteenth century saw a significant
increase. The travel journal of the French thirdehel de Montaigné¢refer to
/montaign.htmin 1580 contains the first references to post stationsofach horsesn Italy
and for riding horses in Italy and France, and also to numessuage types(“cocchi" and
"carrozze") used in ltaly for city and inteity transport. Montaigne found gdeoads not
only in Italy, but also in Southern Germany and in Tyrol (Brenner pass).

In the Middle Ages, the usual means of transportation fortealb travellers was horse
riding, either with their own or rented horses. The transitiom horse to coach ridingwas
a long drawrout process that took place very gradually over approximately 200 years,
roughly from the miell6th to the miell8th century. In the 1750's carriage builders had finally
devised faster and more comfortable coaches, andgaiactll European cities were already
linked by roads with adequate post stations. At that time coach riding, using either one's own
coach or a rented one, had clearly become the best option for those who could afford it, whic
was the case @fasanovauring his period of prosperity.

The most comfortable and fast method of travelling was nonethelessavigation, which
also remained very important. It was quite usual to have one's coach taken on board, as
Casanovalid repeatedly.

At the ime it was already true thtite Alps were alink rather than a separation. The roads
were of course much more dangerous than nowadays, and bad weather conditions were alsc
more critical. These obstacles, however, should not be overestimated. The following text,
taken fromMontaigne'gournal, concens the trip from Innsbruck to Bolzano. It was written,
or rather dictated to his servant, in 1580 at Brixen:

"Monsieur de Montaigne said: All his life he has mistrusted other people's opinions
concerning the conditions of life in foreign countries, beeagverybody uses the customs of

his own country as a scale of measurement, and people can seldom see beyond the tower of
their own village church. He has therefore paid always very little attention to the advice
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received from other travellers. But espdlgia this journey he has had cause to wonder much
more at their silliness, because he had been told that the crossing of the Alps would be
extremely difficult at this point, since the local customs were very particular, the roads
inaccessible, theacconond at i ons bar barian, and the cli
had been told to choose a place in which his eight year old daughter could take a pleasant
walk, he would as readily have chosen this road as a path in his own garden. And as for the
inns,he has never seen any region where they were so numerous andagpeited, and

he has always found accommodation in beautiful towns, well supplied with food and wine,
and cheaper than elsewhere."

This is the opinion of a positively thinking, semable man, who obviously enjoyed
travelling very muchMontaigneeven asserted shortly afterwards, when he was at Rovereto,
that "he has so much pleasure in travelling that he hates the idea that the end of the trip may
finally be approaching".

Casalwva'stravel accounts are the most extensive of the eighteenth century. They show tha
he travelled always as heartily and lustilyMentaigne and that he accepted the inevitable
difficulties quite as goodaturedly. Despite the enormous differencegpresl and comfort,
long distance travel was probably as commonplace to him as it is to us.

(Translation by Hector Zerbino.)

Casanova's methods of travelling.

Casanova covered exactly (or better: at least) 65,140 kilometres in the course ofthes life.
used all manners of travelling (with the exception of the "cambiatura"). Extremely often he
travelled by own or hired carriages:

37,205 kilometres of altogether 55,240 kmland, that means fo87 %, Casanova
travelled 'Extra-Post' (extraordinary post) ilis own carriages (51 %) in privat ones of
friends or in hired carriages.

By stagecoachCasanova covered only 13,105 km or 24 %.

Adding the private (C, K, L) and public methods of travelling (P) means that Casanova
travelled on lan®0 % by post
symbol kilometres until 1774 km from 1774 onwardstotal- methods of travelling

A-25------- O------ 25- - - Donkey

B-30------- 0----- 30- - - Sledge(Alps)
Z-60------- 0------ 60 - - - Carried chair (Alps)
T-110------ 0-- -- 110- - - Hitch-hiking
M-220------ 0-- - - 220--- Mule

H-250------ 0---- 250---Horse

F-275-- ---- 0---- 275---0n foot

?-1,060----- 0----1,060 [two trips (Venice- Rome 1744/45),

not mentioned in the memoirs.]
R-1,280----180- -- 1,460- - - Boat / ship, on river, lake, gulf
V-2900-----0-- - 2,900- - - Carrier / vetturino
L - 3,475---- 245--- 3,720- - - Hired carriage
K-3,300- - 3,050--- 6,350- - - Private carriage of others
S-8,440------ 0--- 8,440- - - Ship, at sea
P-7,850- --5,255- - -13,105- - - Postwaggon Stagecoach
C-22,265-- 4,870- - - 27,135- - - Casanova's travelling carriages
Totals: 51,540- - 13,600- - 65,14&m



Table of Casanova's Journeys.
1. The periods as reported in his memoirs (17251774).

No. year vol. catchword (company)route

|. Early Years of Travelling (age 9- 20):

1.) 1734 | [and many mor&tudieqHis motherZanetta, Grimani, Baffoyenice- Padua-
Venice.

[2. - 6. after researches correcting several times dates and courses of Casanova.]
2.) 1741/42 liConstantinoplé/enice- Kithira - Constantinople- Corfu - Venice.

3.) 1742 & 1743 Lucia / Thunderstornvenice- Treviso- Pasiano di Pordenone Venice.
4.) 1743/44 AbbatéBellino-Teresa)Venice- Ancona- Rome- Rimini - Venice.

5.) 1744/45 ISecretar{Lucrezia)Venice- Rome- Martirano - Naples- Rome- Venice.

6.) 1745 lICorfuVenice- Corfu - (Constantinople?) Otranto- Corfu - Venice.

ll. Time of the Bragadin Pension (age 21 44):

7.) 1749 lIMagic / HenriettgHenriette)Venice- Milan - Mantua- Cesena Parma Geneva
- Parma Venice.

8.) 1750 llIParis(Balletti) Venice- Lyons- Paris.

9.) 1752/53 llITheatrgFrancesco CasanovRaris- Dresden- Prague Vienna - Venice.

10.) 1756 IVPiombi: Escapé&Father Balbi; Mme Riviereyenice- Munich - Strasbourg Paris.
11.) 1757 Mintelligence agenParis- Dunkirk - Paris.

12.) 1758 VFinancierParis- Amsterdam - Paris.

13.) 1760 VEsther / pleasure journeyParis- Amsterdam - Cologne- Stuttgart.

14.) 1760 VIEscape / pleasurejourney(Mme Dubois)Stuttgart- Zurich - Soleure- Roche-
Geneva

15.) 1760 VIIPleasure- journey(Rosalie)Geneva Marseille- Pisa- Naples- Rome.

16.) 1761 VlIPleasure- journeyRome- Bologna- Turin - Paris.

17.) 1761 VllIDiplomatistParis- Augsburg - Munich - Basle- Paris.

18.) 1762 VlIlIMagic(La Corticelli; Mme d'Urfé; Mimi)Paris- Metz - Paris- Aachen- Sulzbach
- Geneva Lyons- Turin .

19.) 1763 VIlIMagic(La Crosin; Rosalie; Marcolind)urin - Geneva- Milan - Genoa
Marseilles - Lyons.

20.) 1763 IXDirection of Londor{Adéle) Lyons- Paris.

21.) 1763 IXLondor{Aranda / Giusepg Pauline)Paris- Calais- London.

22.) 1764 XFrederic Il (Redegondah.ondon- Wesel- Wolfenbuttel - Berlin.

23.) 1764 XCatharine ll(zaira) Berlin - Mitau - St.Petersburg- Moscow- St.Petersburg.
24.) 1765 XKing StanislaugLa Valville) St.PetersburgWarsaw - Crystinopol- Warsaw.
25.) 1766 XAfter the due{Maton; La CasteBajac)Warsaw- Leipzig - Dresden- Prague
Vienna.

26.) 1767 XVienna: evictedCharlotte)Vienna- Augsburg - Ludwigsburg- Spa- Paris.
27.) 1767 XParis: evictedParis- Pamplona Madrid .

28.) 1768 XINina Madrid - Zaragoza Valencia- Barcelona

29.) 1768/69 XIAssassinBarcelona Aix-en-Provence

lll. Seeking His Return to Venice (age 44 49):

30.) 1769 XlBookprinting Aix -en-Provence Nice - Lugano.

31.) 1769/74 XHomesicknegBetty) Lugano- Turin - Naples- Rome- Florence- Bologna-
Ancona- Trieste - Venice




2. The period from September 1774 until his death in 1798.
No. year month(s) (manner of travelling*, kilometres)route remarks

[* C = Casanova's own carriage; K = private carriage; P = stageh; R = ship.]

V. Again in Venice (age 49 57).

1.) 1774 SeptembeiP 200)rieste - Gorizia- Venice Arrival on the 14th.

2.) 1776 DecembédP 400)Venice- Trieste - Venice. "Secret mission".

3.) 1779 June/JulyK 490)Venice- Bologna- Forli - CesenaReturn journey vidmola and
Bologna to Venice. With Consul Del Bene, sent by the Venetian Inquisitors.

4.) 1780 July(P 90)Venice- Abano Terme- Venice.

V. Seeking a New Home (age 5/60):

5.) 1782 Sept./OctP 400)Venice- Trieste - Venice. Sudden departure. oirn of one month.
6.) 1783 Januargp 700)Venice Trieste- Vienna. Sojourn in Vienna of about five months.
7.)1783 JundP 700)ienna - Trieste- Venice One week in Udine, another week in Mestre.
Journeys 7- 10.: Casanova's last "Grand Tour".

8.) 1783 Junesept.(P,C15,R,K 2,070)enice - Frankfurt- Spa- Amsterdam Paris. From
Innsbruck to Mainz: his travelling carriage C 1Bovember: in Fontainebleau.

9.)1783 Nov-Dec.(C16 1,360aris - Frankfurt- Regensburg Vienna. The whole jourey

with his brother Francesco and in their own travelling coach C 16 "Paris 4".

10.)1783/84 Dec.February(P 1,435Yienna - Prague Dresden Berlin - Dessau Leipzig -
Dresden Briinn - Vienna. From Vienna in 1784/85: Excursions to Meidl§’ *® ™2 Baden and
Wiener Neustadt.

VI. In Count Waldstein's Castle of Dux (age 60 73):

11.) 1785 JulySept.(P,L 620)Vienna - Briinn- Czaslau Prague Carlsbad - Toplitz - Dux.
September: Casanova found his final home in Dux.

12.) 1786 Jul}(Cl7 250)Dux - Carlsbad - Dux. At Count Waldstein's desire and with his carriage
horsedV@ 14 M1l (his own carriage C17 "Dux" from here on until trip no. 20).

13.) 1786 OctobeiC17 220)Dux - Prague- Dux.

14.) 1786 DecembegC17 150)Dux - Dresden- Dux.

15.) 1787/88 July '87 Sept. '88C17 660)Dux - Prague- Dux. Casanova was mostly in Prague;
at least three trips between the citielde met again Da Ponte; 29th Oct. '87: first performance of "Don
Giovanni".- Print of "lcosameron” and "Histoire aea fuite".

16.) 1788 SeptOct.(C17 570)Dux - Prag - Leipzig - Dresden Dux. October, departure from
Dresden: examination by the guard searching a stolen "Magdalaine" [cf. L'Ermitage, revue des litt. et
d'art, 15th Oct. 1906].

17.) 1789 Januar{C17240) Dux - Prague- Laun- Dux. In Laun he had an accident with his
carriage [cf. Intermédiaire viii, pp 332: Casanova's letter to his nephew Carlo Casanova]. 27th June
1789: he mentions his own carriage in his "Essay d'EgoibtHe'®>®! (referred tohere as C17 "Dux").
Began writing his memoirs

18.) 1790 May/AugusiC17 470)Dux - Dresden- Sagan- Dresden- Dux. Sojourn until August
in Dresden. Print of "Solution du probleme déliagudTip to Sagan: his letter to Antonio Collalto of
2nd July1790 from Dresden.

19.) 1791 MayC17 150)Dux - Dresden- Dux.

20.) 1791 Septembe€17 240)Dux - Prague- Dux. On the sixth: coronation of Leopold +31.

12. 1791- May 1793: Casanova stayedGierleutensdorf (Count Waldstein's textile factory,ode to
Dux). September 1792: Visit by L. Da Ponte.

21.) 1795 SeptDec.(K 805) Toplitz - Leipzig- Weimar - Leipzig- Berlin - Dresden Dux.
With his beloved whippet "Mélampige 1I". In December, when he was in Dresden, his brother Giovanni
died. [Cf. Mar 16 K 2, list of luggage and things for the journey. Weimar: Liginagment sur




Casanova.]

22.) 1796 JuneX 860) Dux -Wien - Dux. This journey mentioned by Meissner (information by
HelmutWatzlawicK. Presumebly he met his brother Francesco when painting the faiormzst

23.) 1796 Septemb¢K 150) Dux - Dresden- Dux. He met his old friend Antonio della Croce, and
Montevecchio Marr 8-102: Teresa Casanova's letter of 8th September 1796].

24.) 1797 March/AprilK 370) Dux - Prague Dresden- Dux. In Prague he met Meissner's
grandfather. In Dresden print of "Lettre & Léonard Snetlage".

Thomas Nugent: Manners of Travelling.
Excerpts from "The Grand Tour", London, 1749, 1756 and 1772.

[Bold print and annotations between [ ] are my own.]

-
o I. Manner of travelling in Holland.
JRAND TOU R; (Vol.l,p.48 f.) The usual way of travelling in Holland, and
$ e e most parts of th United Provinces as well as in a great many
EFHERL IND RVAXT . . ..

WLLE ot FEINE, provinces of the Austrian and French Netherlands, is in
R Treckscoots, or Dravboats, which are large covered boats,
e e : not unlike the barges of the livery companies of London,

L . . drawn by a horse at the rate of threes an hour; the fare
it e of which does not amount to a penny a rflé2 d./km *]

. Sl = (...). When you are advanced a little above half way, a fellow
— ] comes round with a hat and collects the money; so that if any
accident should happen, that he cannot carrytggour
3% journey's end, he is still sure of his hire, and leaves you to
procure another conveniency. (...). There is scarce a town in
Holland but one may travel to after this manner every day;
and if it be a considerable place, almost every hour, at the
ringing of a bell; but they will not stay a moment afterwards
for a passenger, tho' they see him coming. (...).
o There is also another carriage, which goes from most of
the principal towns, and is called the pastggon: it is pretty light, so as to bergrally

drawn only by three horses, and is as expeditious as ourciagbees. (...).
(Thomas Nugents travellers' guide is one of the best of many books
of this kind in the 18th centuryPhoto: PG.)

The canals, causeys, bridges, and highwagsalways kept in excellent repair, which
contributes to the cheapness of carriage, and consequently renders all commodities more
reasonable. (...).

As to the inns and public houses on the road, a person is sure to meet with clean linen, an
soft bed; but their bedsteads, or rather cabins in the sides of the wall, are placed so high, tha
a man may break his neck, if he happens to fall out of them. Besides, a traveller must be
content to lie with half a dozen people, or more, in the same room, ahstdmbed all night
long, if the churl of a landlord pleases to have it so. It is true, in the cities you are
accommodated in a genteeler way. There is no disputing with a Dutch inn keeper (...). For thi
reason | should generally prefer to be accommaldatan English house, because (...) | have
the pleasure of having victuals dressed after the English way; as also of laying out your
money with countrymen, and of having to do with reasonable people.

ll. Manner of travelling in Germany.
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(Vol.ll,p.66 ff.) Travelling is cheaper in Germany than in most parts of Europe. The
accommodations in general are very indifferent upon the road, as well in respect to provision
as lodging; very few public houses (except in some provinces, as Saxony and Ausigia) bein
provided with regular entertainment for passengers. Clean straw is the best bedding one can
get in a great many places, especially in Westphalia, where people of all ranks, men, women
and children, lie promiscuously together. In their houses one salelesm fire, except in the
kitchen; but their rooms are heated by a stove or oven, to what degree they desire. There is
one thing very particular to them, that they do not cover themselves witidats, but lay
one feathebed over, and another und&his is comfortable enough in winter, but how they
can bear their feathdreds over them in summer, as is generally practised, | cannot conceive.

| remember to have heard in Germany, a story in relation to this subject, that has somewhz
in it very ertertaining. When the French protestants were obliged in the last century, to quit
their country, the Swiss, in particular, received those who took shelter among them with the
greatest hospitality. Some poor Frenchmen being conducted to their bedchamloéthem
espying a feathdoed over, and another under, imagined that there was a design to make then
lie one upon another for want of room. Upon which he addressed himself to the servant, and
desired him to choose one of his lightest companions to putaw, alledging that he was
not accustomed to lie in this manner.

There is no country in Europe, where the post is under better regulation than in Germany.
The common way of travelling is in machines, which they call-p@agigons, and very well
deseve that denomination. These are little better than common carts, with seats made for the
passengers, without any covering, except in Hesse Cassel, and a few other places. They go
a slow pace, not much above three [English] miles an hour, and whkinse
inconvenient to passengers, they jog on day and night, winter and summer, rain or snow, till
they arrive at the place appointed. In winter when the cold is very severe, the postilion stops
pretty often, when he can get to a public house, wheseutstomary for passengers to light
and warm themselves in the stove, and call for a glass of brandy, or a pot of coffee, for there
is seldom any thing else, in a great many parts, to be had for love or money. (...). As for such
as are able to afford tlexpence, they should buy a chaise or chariot for themselves, and hire
posthorses, which is travelling, as they call it, by the extraordinary post [Pxigd. This is
infinitely the better way (...).

The roads in general are very indifferent, whieikes it downright misery to travel in bad
weather. (...). Hence the pagsaggons themselves are a whole day, very often, without
advancing above eighteen miles. Notwithstanding theywaggon travels night and day, and
sometimes through large forestd)em they are loaded with money and things of great value,
and the passengers and postilion are frequently asleep, yet one scarce ever hears of robberi
and much less of murders.

There are no postaggons in the hereditary provinces of the houseustia; but
travellers are obliged either to hire chaises of the-pffise or of other people, or to buy
chaises of their own. (...).

lll. Manner of travelling in Italy.

(Vol.lll,p.36 ff.) There is no country in Europe where travelling is attendédso much
pleasure and improvement as Italy. We need not here enlarge on (...) this happy region (...).
Company is generally agreeable in travelling (...). But 'tis very improper to travel in large
companies in ltaly, for the inns are generally so veiserable, that oftentimes they can find
neither beds nor provisions when the company is too numerous. To prevent therefore the
inconveniencies of a bad lodging, those that do not carry a complete bed with them, ought at
least to make a provision of a lighuilt, a pillow, a coverlet, and two very fine beldths (...)



or (...) to travel with sheets, and upon coming to an indifferent inn, where the bed may happe
to look suspicious, you may call for fresh straw, and lay a clean sheet over it. (...).

The best way of travelling in this country is (...) to have a calash of your own (...). A person
may provide himself with horses to draw his calash, either by post, or by way of cambiatura
or ordinary travelling.

IV. Manner of travelling in France.

(Vol.IV,p.19 f.) Travelling is no where more convenient than in France, with respect as well
to carriages, as accomodations on the road. Where there is conveniency of rivers, they have
water carriages, which are large boats drawn by horses. Their langesiair@ of four sorts,
viz. post chaises, the carosse or stage coach, the coche, and the diligence or flying coach.
Their postchaises are made much in the same manner than ours, and are to be had, at a
minute's warning, all over the kingdom. (...) Thetpsiages are seldom above one post and a
half, or two posts long, and then you change both horses and postilion.

The carosse is not unlike our staggach, containing room for six passengers, but does not
move so quick, and is more embarrassed wittdg@nd baggage. The coche is a large heavy
machine, which serves the use both of waggon and coach; it ishapgd, and provided
with windows at the sides, containing generally sixteen passengers, viz. twelve in the body o
the coach, sitting two-breast [sic], and two each side, at the door of the entrance, a seat
being provided there for that purpose. (...). The Diligence (...) differs from the carosse (...) in
little else but in moving with greater velocity. It is used chiefly in travelling fronmsRari
Lyons, and from Paris to Brussels, and has its fixed prices.

With regard to provisions on the road (...), with the stampch, your meals are generally
regulated at fixed prices, as with us; your entertainment is exceeding good, and the whole
expence seldom exceeds five or six livig&or 60 d.*]a day.

[* d. = the English Penny; cpart XVI, "Mr Nugent's rates of exchange"]
Copyright by Pablo Ginther, Hergensweiler 2@2002.






THE CASANOVA TOUR
by Pablo Gulinther

( Contenty Part II:
POSTING, ALPINE PASSES, SHIPS:Casanova and Travelling in the Century of the Grand Tour.
(continuation ofart |:) The Post: National Peculiariies - French Regulations for Travelling Post -
Costs: Six thousand Posthorské$ Posthorsé StageCoacheg Carriers/ Hired Carriage$ Cambiatura
| Taxis/ Purchase of CarriageRich and Poor Private Carriage Travellers - Speeds- Roads -
Alpine Passes The Mont Cenis - Ships . (Partlll: Travelling Carriages)

The Post: National Peculiarities.

Around 1725 most of the European states had their own national posts but there were a fe
exceptions and peculiarities:

In Switzerland, there were different private post companies which did not rent horses to
travellers.Casanovatates brieflfGmL,vol.VI,p.98): "in Switzerland, there were no posts".
Nevertheless, he could drive in his own carriage through the coentdently providing
himself with horses from carriers.

The official post of thédoly Roman Empire was theThurn und Taxis Reichspost
founded in 1490. This company provided the South, the West, some middle states and the
Austrian Netherlands. Aus#tj Prussia, Saxony, HesseRassel, Hannover, Brunswick,
Mecklenburg and larger Empirer Hanseacities had their own state posts.

In Italy, there were six large state posts:

1. The Austrian Post, which provided the Duchies of Milan, Mantua andaiiysc

2. The Roman Post of the Ecclesiastical State;

3. The Post of the Kingdom of Sardinia (Savoy, Piedmont);

4. The Post of the Kingdom of Naples;

5. The Post of the Republic of Genoa,;

6. The Post of the Republic of Venice.

In addition, there werédne smaller posts of Modena and Parma, as well as the Thurn und
Taxis Reichspost (also called "Flandrian Post") in some other cities.

French Regulations for Travelling Post.
| give here an excerpt from the "Extraits des Reglements sur le F&bdes" of the 1781
guide of post stations "Liste Générale des Postes de France" (italics, "postillon" and the &:
original writing). The regulations of most countries' post companies were similar to the
French.

Weights & loading with trunks, suitcases, bogs & porte-manteaux.
Two-wheeled carriages, with thil{rancard) and those on four wheels, with a single seat,
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having shaftglimoniere) must not to be loaded at the rear with more than a hundred pounds
(livres), & at the front with more than fort

EveryCourier a franc étriejat a gallop; that is here a person accompanying a private carriage, e.g.
Casanovs servant Le Duc as foraer], can only load his saddleags.

The Couriers en guid@hese are single travellersfnnot transport with them a wooden box
but only a portemanteau of at most fifty pounds; which must not be loaded on the croup by
the postillon.

Number of horses & postillons necessary to couriers.
Every Courier at a gallop who is not accompanyraarriage, must engage a mounted
postillon to serve him as a guiflike Casanovalid when riding from Portle-Beauvoisin to Lyons]
One postillon can guide five couriers at a gallop; if there are six, they have to engage a
second postillon.
Thenumber of horses to be paid for must be equal to the number of passengers in the
carriage, whether travelling behind or on the seat, (...) as explained in detail in the following:
Two-wheeled carriages, with thills.
Carrying one person, they mustdnaded by ongpostillon& harnessed to two horsgike
Casanovan his several chaises de poste]
Two persons: one postillon, three horses.
Three persons: one postillon, three horses, but one has to pay for four.
Four personsone postillon, three horses, but one pays for five.
(...)
The cabriolets called souffletst all others without glassvindows, if they carry a
single person, should not be harnessed to more than two horses, and guided by one postillor
Four-wheeled carriages, having a single seat and shatfts.
Carrying one or two persons, without luggage, they should be guided by one postillon &
harnessed to three horses.
Two persons, with suitcase & pomeanteau, required two postillons aiodr horses.
Three persons: two postillons, four horses, but to pay for five.
Four persons: two postillons, six horses.

Four-wheeled carriages, with poles.

Carrying one or two persons, should be guided by two postillons & be badesfour
horsedlike Casanova in his several coupés]

Three persons: two postillons, four horses, but to pay for five.
Four persons: two postillons, six horses.
Five persons: two postillons, six horses, but to pay for seven.
Six persons: three postillons, eight horses, but to pay for nine.
(Ordonnances du 28 Novembre 1756.)
Prices of horses.

Throughout the Kingdom, all persons of whateyealité & condition must pay before
leaving the post station, twenty ésols per post for every horse, for whatever use it is
required[12.5 Pence (d.); 1.38 d. per kilometréDrdon. des 8 Déc. 1738 & 28 Nov. 175
thecalcul:
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Table of prices for post horses. "Liste Générale des Postes de France", Pan®iadtl].
Museum Achse, Rad und Wagen, Wiehl.

Postes Royales.

When entering & leaving the cities of Paris, Versailles & Lyons, eveimg the absence
of the King, the first post costs double (...).
Traverse.

Postmasters are forbidden to guide Courietssellersimore than four leagués lieues = 18
km] in the traversgoff the post road]...).
Embarqguements.

WhenCouriersleave a post station to embark upon a riverboat, the leaseholders of the
waterCoches & Diligencesor the ferrymen of the towns where these postes are situated, are
forbidden to embark the said couriers without payment of three livres to tmegsbsts for
every person, whether master or servant.

Couriersare regarded as those who embark Berlines or Chaises, saddles or boots.
(Ordonnances des 19 Aout 1735 & 15 Avril 1746.)

Chevaux de Malle, de Service ou de Diligences.

Travellers aredrbidden to take awayar ruse ou par violengédiorses destined for use
with freightwagons, stageoaches, or even those which the postmasters have been ordered t
reserve.

Police.

Couriers at a gallop are forbidden to use their own bridles.

They must not overtake the postillon; all postmasters are forbidden to supply horses to
accompanied Couriers arriving without their postillon (...).

Foreriders have to stay at the post station until their master's carriage has arrived.

It is forbidden to ilktreat the servants, the postillons, or the horses (...).

Postmasters are not allowed to supply horses for a carriage drawn by horses not belonging
to the post.

Travellers cannot force a postillon to go more than one post (stage).

Travellers have to be served in the order in which they arrive at the post.

Postmasters are forbidden to employ postillons less than sixteen years old.

The costs for turnpikes, ferries, bridges & at custmuses have to be paid by the
travellas & are separate from the price of the courses.




Costs.

The payment for travelling post was calculated by "posts"” or "stages", the distances
between two stations or relays. They differed in each country:

England: .............. 8.0 km, 5 Englishmiles, or 1 "(pos)stage".
France and Hollan®.0 km, 2 lieues / French miles, or 1 "poste”.
Russia: .............. 10.7 km, 10 versts, or 1 post.

Italy: ..cooeereennn 12.0 km, 8 Italian miles, or 1 "posta".
Germany: .......... 15.0 km, 2 German miles, or 1 "Post".

Example: when the real distance between two post stations (thstagsj in France was 3
miles, instead of the usual 2, one had to pay for "one and a half posts". Nugent states
(vol.IV,p.17) : "The poststages are seldom al®one post and a half, or two posts long."

Exceptions: Holland and the countries in the north of Germany calculated in their miles.

To give an idea of the costs involved, these distances have been converted into kilometres
and the prices into single currency (here thenglish Penny (d.)of the eighteenth century
which had about the same purchasing power like the Euro in 2002 (cf "Currencies").

Thus, a seat in a stage coach cost between 1 and 2 Pence per kilometre, and the hire of o
posthorse from 1.38 to 3.33 d., according to the country.

This was very expensive: fonly 2 kilometresin a German stage coach, one had in 1766
to pay about as much as for a kind of "Big Mac" in Hase's-sbok in Berlin, namely 2.70
d. (cf again "Curencies", costs in Berlin)

Today(April 2002), for the same price as for a real Big Mac (2.70 Euro), one can use the
German railway over 19 kilometres; or one can buy in Germany enough petrol for a small car
to travel about 40 kilometres.

Casanovawho most of the time had to hire 4 post horses with his travelling carriages,
would on the average have only been able to travel 350 metres for that account of money (2.
d.)...

Six thousand Posthorses.

Until 1774 (period of the memoirs), when using the services of the travelling or "driving
post" (in German: Fahrpostyasanovaook stage coaches only 22.3 per cent of the total
distance, while fo77.7 per centhe travellecposting (German term: Extr#ost), thameans
with his own (C 114), hired (L), or his friends' (K) carriages, hiring post horses.

Extra-post travellers could additionally use post roads where stage coach lines did not
operate, but which had a mail service.

In those times posting wase most comfortable, but also the most expensive, method of
travelling, equivalent today to flying in a private aeroplane.

Altogether (that means until 1798y his own or hired travelling carriagé€sasanova
covered 30,665 kilometres.

On average, he had to take 3.6 posthorses which were exchange@gdiaron average
18 kilometres. Thus, he paid about 250,000 Pence (converted) when changing horses 1,704
times for6,134o0f those post horses...

Costs for 1 Posthorse.

English Pence (d.)
France (Liste générale, 1781): per post 25 SOIS; per KM: ......ccoooviiiiiiiiieieee e
1.38
Ecclesiastical State, Parma, Milar(Nemeitz, 1726): per post 4 Paoli; per km: .......................
1.92
Venice(Mead, 174 per post 4 French livres; per KM: ...



3.33
Tuscany (Smollett, 1764): per post 3 Paoli; per Km: ...
1.50
Prussia(Nicolai, 1769): per mile 9 grosses incl. postilion; per km: ..........ccccooiiiiiiiinnennnnn.
2.16
Austria & Bohemia (Nugent, 1756): 45 creitzers per stage,

and 20 cr. to the postilion; Per KM ... 2.16
Franconia, Suabia, Rhinecountries (Nugent, 1756): 60 cr.

plus 20 cr. to the postilion; Per KM ... 2.6
Netherlands(Mead, 172): per English mile 5 pence incl. postilion; per km .............cccoeeeeeeneen.
3.12

(average per km: 2.28)

StageWagons and StaggCoaches.
To distinguish between simple open carriages ("wagons") and more comfortable closed
carriages ("coaches").
1 seat in the "Newberry flying stage coach" (The Daily Pos#-2727)

London - Newberry 9 Shillings; ./. 200 Km = per Km: .......coooiiiiiiiie e
1.08
1 seat in the (large freight) "coche" (Nugent, 17B8éjis - Versailles 25 sols; ./. 20 = per km:
... 0.62
1 seat in the "stageoach" (Nugent, 175@aris - Lyons 75 livres; ./. 460 = per km:
................ 1.63
1 seat in the "ordinary pestaggon” (Nugent, 1756) iBermany "somewhat

less than 2 pence every Hsp mile", plus 2 grosses for the postilion per post; per km:
.......... 1.49
ditto, Prussia,per German mile (Nicolai, 1769): 6 grosses; per Km ............cciiiiiniiineeeeeeeenen.
1.49
1 seat in the "postaggon” (Nugent, 175@otterdam - Antwerp 9 gilders 9 stivers; per
km: ... 1.86

Carriers.

A carrier was called in France "voiturin®, in Italy "vetturino" (or Procaccio in Venice) and in
Germany "Landkutscher". Everywhere in Europe carriers complemented the services of the
post stations. Thewere not allowed to hire post horses but had always to use the same mules
or horses; in consequence their speed was very slow.

Venice(J C Goethe, 1740): 2 persons including food, per day

and about 50 kilometers, 1 Sequin; per km: . e 1 nns 2022
Piedmont(Casanoval762): 2 persons, GenevMont Cenls
(expensive!} Turin 8 Louis d'or; per Km: ........coovveviiiiieeeeeecee e 6.00

Hired Carriages.

Travelling carriages and horses were usuailled from posstations, and town carriages
from private entrepreneurs.

France (Casanoval763): basic price (without horses) Patisons 144 Francs; per km:
........ 3.13



Paris (Martyn, before 1770): Hire for a town coach per month 12 Guineasgaget..............
96.00

Rome (Nugent, 1756): Hire of a "coach and a pair of horses" per month 11 Pistols; per day: ..
66.00

Cambiatura.

The Cambiatura was a system in use in north and middle Italy whereby Ministers of the Post,
accorded travellersho requested it, the privilege to save on costs by hiring post carriages
which, to the discomfort of the traveller, had to be exchanged at every stage. In Venice this
system was known as the "Bollettino". Casanova's friend Simone Stratico stated (j0.l66) tha
saved one third of the usual fees in Milan in 1770. If postillons were required, they had to be
paid for out of a traveller's own purse.

This privilege began a long tradition; up until 1991 tourists travelling by motorcar in Italy
could buy in theilown country credit notes for petrol subsidized by the Italian Government.

Tuscany(Smollett, 1764): per post and 2 horses 10 Paoli; per km: ...........ccviiiiiiiiiineeennnnn. 5.0
Piedmont (Smollett, 1764): ditto, 5 1/2 livres; per Km: ..........occoeeeiiiiiiiiieeeeeie, 4.6
Venice(Sharp, 1765): per post and 4 horses 7 shillings 3 pence; with 2 horses, per km: ......
3.6

Taxis.

Carriages and their coachmen for hire, licensed by the city governments. They were called
e.g. hackneys, fiacres or Droschkes. First established in Rome at the end of the 16th century
(Wackernagel, in: Treue, p. 213fter a few decades they also appeardandon, Paris,

Vienna, Berlin, and many other cities.

Paris (Casanoval759): fiacre (no specification) 24 solS = ........cccceeevvieeeveiinnnnnnn. 12.0
Berlin (Nicolai, 1766): "Rate of the hired [hacknggoaches or Fiacres":

"For a ride within theéowns of Berlin, C6lin and Werder": 4 Gr. =.......cccooe....... 7.2
From here in the nearest suburbs: 5 Gr. = ..o 9.0
Waiting period: 1. NOUr: 8 GI. = ... e eeeeeeeeeennes 14.4

2. and fUrther NOUI: 4 Gr. = ..o e s 7.2

[as comparison: waiting period in 2002: Euro-X&r hour]

Purchase of Carriages.
Paris & Calais (Smollett, 1763): a secordandtravelling coach: 35 Guineas
......................... 8,400
Lyons (Casanoval763): a secontand twewheeled FrenciChaise de Poste40 Louis d'or
.. 9,600
Rome (Nemeitz, 1725): a new, simpdedia(two-wheeled "ltalian chaise"): 30 Scudi
............... 1,800
Cesena / BologndCasanoval749): a seconbdandEnglish PostChariot:

200 ROMAN SEQUINS T ...ttt e e e e e e e et e et e e ea b eb bbb e e e e e e e e e e e s e e e e e e
21,600
Bologna(Casanoval772): a secontdand (English?¢oupé 300 Roman Scudi ....................
18,000
Geneva(Casanoval762): a secondandEnglish PostChariot: 100 Louis d'or,

plus a coach worth about 6,000 d. ............ue e




30,000
Berlin (Nicolai, 1781): a new travellingVienna Carriage" , a fourwheeled
four-seater, Open: 70 DUCALS ..........ciiiiiiiii e e o—
8,400
Mainz (Casanoval783): a seconband fourwheeled and twseaterchaise 5 Louis d'or
...... 1,200
London (Goodwin, 1756 1799):new PostChaises and PosChariots,
with basic equipment: prices around 100 GUINEAS .......ccoeveieiiiiiiiieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiianaee e
24,000
luxury model: at MOSt 200 GUINEAS ........uoeiiiiiiiieiii e e e e e e e e e e e e eaaaas
48,000
London (Lamberg [Marr 271], 1790):State-coachfor the Empress
Katharina Il, made by John Hatchett: 6.000 Rubel .............cccooiiii i,
324.000
London (La Roche, 1785)State-Coachfor the Nabob of Arcot,
made by Hatchett: 5,000 GUINEAS ........cuuiiiiiiiiiciiiii et commmmmmmmme e e e e eaaa e
1,200,000

Rich and Poor Private Carriage Travellers.

A rather rare method of travelling was always using the same cahaage(s). In this way,
travelling very slowly, Mozart's most famous librettisbrenzo da Ponte and his wife
Nancy arrived at Dux in 1792, to see their old friehdsanovaTogether they drove to near
Teplice where the carriage broke down and had to be sold. Casanova acted as agent achievi
a price of 60 piastres (3,600 d.), keeping backhimself a commission of 2 Sequins or 6%

(220 d.) to pay for his return journey.

(Da Ponte continue®.122 f.): "He added, because he would not be able to give me back the
two Sequins, just as he could not repay his old debts of some hundredsisf$lome 3,000

d.], he would like to give me, in thanks for that, three pieces of advice which were of more
value than all the treasures in the world.")

In complete contrasasanovis master at Dux, the horsgadCount
Joseph Charles von Waldsteinused to travel between Prague and
Vienna in 1796. In doing so he did not only rely on ggiages but
additionally could fall back ostages of his ownwhich involved the use
of 36 horses This was a practical measure for quick driving becaase
anotter friend ofCasanovathe eighteen year o
Prince Charles Joseph von Clary
Aldringen (photo: M Leeflangpf Teplice, wrote in
his diary* on 23rd June 1798he Count was on the road with two
coaches harnessed to six and two horses.

However, everthat did not reach the height of luxury travel.

Three days later (26th Jur@lary noted in his diary:

"We set out from Prague at nine thirty. At Schlan we dined; there
we met the cook dfladame [Countess Wilhelmine]de Lichtenau,
who prepared the mefor her. Neither Semiramis nor Cleopatra
Mtravelled with such a display like Madame de L. She ne&fled
y{horses at each stagdier cook and a courier always riding ahead,
-Abecause she must find everywhere a meal like she had at home. Her




cook dished us upomepetits plats parfaits, de biscuits et d'orang®ke is on her way from

Italy where she had spent almost a year, until she thought it prudent not to wait in Venice for
the arrival of the FrencjArmy under General Napoleon Bonapaytelit to return to Berlin. In

Vienna she stayed eight days. It is said that the Kdregleric William 11. of Prussiasent her for

the return journey 26,000 Thalgs404,000 d.]'

(Photo: The "Prussian Pompadour”, Wilhelmine Countess of Lichtenadingduetail) by Angelika
Kaufmann, Naples 1795/96. From: E Cyran, Preul3isches Rokoko, Berlin 1979. Photo: PG.)

* Lolo. Le Journal du prince Charles Joseph Glétgringen. Ed. by M. Leeflang, Utrecht 1995.

Speeds.

Only on one occasion didasanovaomplain about a bad road; that was between
Magdeburg and Berlin when he was angry about the loss of time. In contrast, he praised the
"excellent" roads in France and Italy, which enabled him to travel fastin®day and night
in his own carriage, he covered up to 240 kilometres in 24 hours.

Stagewagons were much slower. The quick ones achieved a speed of, at most, 5 km per
hour, the slowest only 2 km/h.

As a rule of thumb | propose a comparisonv&te drivers, who were on the road 12 hours
a day, covered as much or as little ground as we would todagerhour - then as
nowadays, the speed depended on the road conditions, the carriage, the money and other
individual factors.

Roads.

Four countries had sonméghways (causeways, chaussées; fastened artificial roads):
France, England, Italy, and all the United Netherlands (Holland) which had many highways,
together with a great network of waterways. Other countries began chauddig lomly at
the end of the century, or later.

Driving on unmade roads was often dangerous because of the ruts caused by the wheels.
Casanovavrote (HL,vol.VIIl,p.237) :

"For my part, accustomed to being overturned, | suffered no damage. It depeticts
position one assumes. Don Ciccio may have hurt his arm because he put it outside fthe door
window]."

As today, on many motorways, it was necessary to pay a toll/turnpike for using the roads.

Alpine Passes.

In the Alps, the firstoad over a pass, which was broad enough and not too steep for
carriages, was built in 1387. This was the Roman Septimer Pass near St. Moritz which
connected Chiavenna (or Milan) with Chur (the Romans had excellent carriage roads but onl
mule tracks over thikigh passes).

Casanovarossed five passes in different parts of the Alps:

year* name height (meters) connections (Casanova crossings)
1728 ..Semmering..................... 900.... Vienna- Graz (3)

1772 .Brenner .......ccccceeenn.... 1,374.... Innsbruck Bolzano (2)

1782 . Tenda........ccccouunnnnnn.... 1,871.... Nice- Turin (1)

1803 ..Mont Cenis.................. 2,083.... Lyons- Turin (6)

1905 ..Grand Saint Bernard ....2,473.... Lausanne Turin (1)


http://www.giacomo-casanova.de/catour2.htm#MontCenis

[* year of roadbuilding]

Apart from the Semmering (and the Brenner in 1783)kanovdound onlymule-tracks
on the passes. Travellers usually let themselves be carried by "mountaineers”, horses or
mules. Stage coaches or other commercial wagons, were left back at the foot of the mountail
Private carriages were taken to pieces and transported over th€ gmssivawent through
this routine on six different occasions.

* * *

The Mont Cenis.

For thousands of years Mont Cenis was the most
- important pass of the Western Alps. It was considered
. the easiest to crogst Michel de Montaigne, in the year
~1581)and for this reason Grand Tourists almost always
chose this pass on their journey from France (Lyons) to
Italy (Turin).

AlreadyHannibal's army took this pagsf Josias
Simler, Die Alpen, Zirich 1574, ed. by Deutscher Alpenverein
1984, Carta Verlag. 88 ff.).
The age of the "carried chairs" and dismantling of
carriages came to an end when Napoleon | allowed a road to be constructed, which remains
this day.
(Photo: Two "mountaineers” carrying a tourist down to Lanslebeurg.
Drawing by JKeats, about 1780, from: Brilli, Il Viaggio in Italia.)

Then, in 1869, th#ont Cenis Narrow Gauge Railway imported from England (Fell
Company), between Susa and Modane, was opehedonly railway ever built over such a
high alpine pass. Only twcewrs later, the construction of the present railway line between
Lyons and Turin was completed and the trains passed through the nearby tunnel of Fréjus.
This quicker route immediately led to the bankrupty of the mountain ralaagmarkable
example obad planning.

Returning to the old "golden” days of travelling, | should like to show how | imagine
following my own experiencetravellers crossed the Alps using the mule track over the Mont
Cenis.

By the time they reachddanslebourg, the Iat post station on the west side, travellers had
already been climbing slowly along the river Arc to a height of 1,400 meters. From there to
thetop of the pasq2,083 m) they were either carried, sitting comfortably in a chair, by two
or more mountaineersr they had to walk a further six kilometres which took about one and
a half hours. Travelling in the opposite direction, when there was snow, they could enjoy a
fast sledge ride of seven or eight minutes down the mountain; many travellers retureed to th
top to repeat this exhilarating experience. Beyond the top of the passigasvalley, seven
kilometres in length, containing a post station, a hospice and, at the end, the villagadf
Croix (1,850 m)- the only settlement which did not disappear into the waters of the reservoir.
From there travellers began the descent of eight kilometres, following the creek Cenischia vic
the little village offerrera Cenisio (1,450 m) to the post stationlfdbvalesa(830 m). This
stretch of the way was not so comfortable as numerous rocks did not allow the use of sledge:
At Novalesa, travellers again boarded a staggch, their carrier's chaise, or their own
reassembled coach, and drove to the nearby td\Biisg the first proper Italian town with a
Roman arch and other ancient buildings.




The village of Grand Croix, the only surviving settlement on the Mont Cenis. In the
background is the wall of the reserveiPhoto: PG.

Ships.

t1

Antonio Canal wasvorking on his painting "Il Bacino di San Marco" (here a cutting) just at
the time when nine yeanld Casanovaet off for his first journey. This happened on a
postboat calledl Burchiello, going on board at the Piazzetta, crossing the lagoon to Fusina
and from there being towed (drawn by horses) on the river Brenta to Padua. There was no
GrandTourist who did not praise this comfortable conveyance in his lettglitsseum of Fine
Arts, Bodon. From: Briganti, Glanzvolles Europa. Photo: PG.

Il Burchiello today . As in Casanova's tlme passengers can enjoy the view of the magnificent
villas on the riverbanks of the Brenta. Here the boat is passing Mira on its way to(Padoia

left: PG). - Thelock of Dolo, painting by Antonio Canal. Today the house in the lock contains
a restaurant.



e ———————

A model of afelucca in the Museu Maritim at Barcelona. This was a coastal ship used
everywhere on the Mediterranean Seasanovaook some betweeAntibes, Genoa and

Lerici. - Photo: PG.

As a cadet in the Venetian Army, the sixteen yadrCasanovaoyaged as far as
Constantinople on boardgalley. - An exact copy of the galley used by Don Juan d'Austria at the
seabattle of Lepanto (1571). Mus&diaritim, Barcelona. Photo: Pere Vivas.
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GermanFerry. Ct of a view of Speyer on Rhine by Matthaeus Merian, about 1640.
Photo: PG.
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Draw-boat and stage coach meet on a bridge in France E. g in Ca6Anovaook such a

boat on the rivers Iseére and Rhone from Grenoble to Avignon (his travelling carriage was on
board, to0)- From: L'Indicateur Fidele, Paris 1764 (cutting). Deutsches Postmuseum Frankfurt a.M.
Photo: PG.

Between Calais and Dovetasanovaused or chartergoostboats also callegpacketboats -
Picture in black and whité:King George Packet Boat (Dovefalais)", about 1650, model at Dover
Museum./ In Colour (full size and detail)'Dover-Calais Packetboat about 1815", recent firajnand
copyright by the English artisbhn Groves RSMA(Royal Society of Marine Artists)

[ http://www.johngroves.ory Thanks to Hector Zerbino and Derek Oakes for sending these excellent
pictures.
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THE CASANOVA TOUR
by Pablo Gunther

( Contenty Part llI:
TRAVELLING CARRIAGES (parts IlI- VIII) - Carriages mentioned by Casanova Carriages in
Virginia and England - Notes on the Goodwin ReportTwo-Wheeled Carriages- (pat V)

TRAVELLING CARRIAGES.

"You mean," Marcolina asked me,
"to give me your carriage too?"
| could not answer.
| pretended to blow my nose,
and | went to the window to dry my tears.
Giacomo Casanova, History of My Life.

i il S
These pictures reminds one of the horses used for travethegost horses Before the age
of railways and motorcars, fast travelling without horses was imposshmesystem of
changing horses at every stagmeant thaCasanovarobably paid for andsed over 6000
individual horses when he travelled in his own carriage.

Top: Stagecoach, Southern Germany, about 1780. Painting by Christian G ScBotrom: Napoleon |
and his English Post Chariot in 1813/1#hotos: PG.
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Carriages mentioned byCasanova.

In Casanova's History of my Lifewritten in the French languagée makes reference to
almost all types of carriages of his time.
No. Year*Type of carriage................. Wheels/Seats ...... Location

Commentary
[* The year in whichthe type is mentioned for the first time.]
[Capital letters: own carriages.]

1.1742 Caleche a 2 roues...................... 202 e Venice
folding top

2.1744 Carosse COUPE........cceveveveeeeennn. 42 e Rome / Cologne 1760
closed; one perch (cf. 8. berlin)

3.1744 Phaéton...........cccevvvvvvvinniininnnnn, 48........... Rome / Turin 1761
open, "cdash without top"

4. 1744 . NViS-Q-VIS ccovvvriiiiieeieeeiiiieeee 4/2 .............. Rome
closed or open; two seats face to face

5.1749 ..VOITURE ANGLAISE ............... 4/2 ........... Bologha
English Post Chariot Post Chais; closed or convertible

6. 1749 ..Chariot de poste..........ccccceeeee.. 4/X .......... Bologna;

--- 1764 ... Chariot de poste ........cccceeevvveeeeennnn. a/x ........ Germany
stage wagon

7.1750 ..Chaise;.......cccevvveiviiiiieiiieinnn 212 .......... Ferrara;

--- 1750 .. barelle de poste / petit chariot.... 2/2 ............. Padua
Sedia; closed or half open

8. 1750 ..Berlin ....ccceeviiiiiii 4/4 .......... Ferrara
closed; two perche&f. 2. & 18. carosse)

9. 1750 ..Diligence.........ccceeeeiiiiviiiiiiiiiiinnns 4/8 ........... France
"Flying" stage coach

10. 1750 ..Diable ........coovvveiiiiiiiee, 4/2 .............. Paris
a sort of calash, without @achman's seat

11. 1750 ..Cabriolet .........ccccceeveeeviieii, 202 e Paris
open or folding top

12. 1757 ..Pot de chambre......................... 212 ........... Paris
hired carriage, Fiacre

13.1758 ..CHAISE DE POSTE......cccccee..... 211 ......... France
closed; steel springs

14. 1758 ..Caléche a 4 roues...........ccccuuuee. 4/4 .... Amsterdam / Lyons 1763
folding top over the 2 rear seats

15. 1760 ..Chariot de poste..............c...... 4/2 72 ....... Stuttgart

16. 1760 ..VOITURE OUVERTE ................. 4/4 ......... Zirich
open; four seats face to face

17. 1761 .Mantice ..........ccovvvviemiiiiiiiiinn 212 ... Naples
Italian chaise; Cabriolet; folthg top

18. 1761 ..Landau .........cccceeeeeeevieiiiie e, 4/4 ......... Rome
convertible open / closed

19. 1763 ..CAr0SSEe.......ccceeeveiiivieiiiieiiie e 4/4 ........ Milan

closed; one perch (cf. 8. berlin)
20. 1763 ..SOLITAIRE ......cccciiiiiiieieeeeeeee 2/1 ....... Lyons



Chaise de Poste
21.1764 ..VOITURE A QUATRE ROUES ...4/2 ........ Wesel
travelling coupé: presumably an English Post Chariot.

22.1764 ..SCHLAFWAGEN .........ccceeeee. 4/2 ........... Riga
Russian housearriage
23. 1770 ..Car0ZziN0 .......cccvvvvuiieeeeieeiiiinneeeee 414 2........ Rome
24,1771 .COUPE .....coeoeiieeeeeee e, 4/2 ........ Naples
travelling carriage: prasumably an English Post Chariot
___________________________________________________________ T ()

Carriages in Virginia and England.

It is interesting to compare the carriages mentione@dsanovavith those which can be
documented in Virginia before 1800. Carriages were imported from London, but from about
1750 onwards, were also built in America. For Casanova research it is important that we
know of many other examples and owners of Post Chanmmtd?ost Chaises, a type called by
Casanovdvoiture anglaise". In a large measure we are indebted for this to an unique world
wide inventory of carriages and carriage owners madddry R M Goodwin, "Wheeled
Carriages in Eighteenth Century Virginia" (Goial Williamsburg Research Report.
Williamsburg 1959).

No. Year*Type of carriage™ ..........ccooevveveerennnnnnn. Wheels/Seats ... References

Commentary
(* The year in which the type is mentioned for the first tinte&. Capital letters: typealso mentioned by
Casanovahowever sometimes in a [DIFFERENT TERM].)

1. 1677 ..Coach (old style)CAROSSE] ......c.ccccoevvevvvevvnnnnnnn. 4/4 ... 40
closed; from 1724 onwards also the BERLIN which however
cannot be conclusively documented in Virginia (cf 6. BeZloach)

2. 1688 ..CALASH ..ottt -4/2..... 2
top, open orthe sides; later: folding top

3. 1690 ..CCNAISE......cce ettt 412 ........ 34
open or folding top

4. 1710 ..Chariot (old style) [CAROSSE COUPE] ................ 412 ........ 30
closed half coach”

5. 1720 ..CNAIN oot -2/1 100
open or folding top

(6. 1724 ..Berlin-Coach[BERLIN] .....cccooeveeeviiiiiiiiiiiiiiee, 414 ....... (1)
closed

7.178 ...TRAVELLING CHAIR [CALECHE A2 ROUES]...2/2 ........ 5
folding top

8. 1751 ..ITALIAN CHAIR / CHAISE [MANTICE] .............. 212 ....... 10
folding top; "Chaise a l'italienne”

9. 1754 ..(Town-) Chariot (new style)[COUPE] .................. 4/2 ........ 95
English Coupé closed or convertible

10. 1757 ..POST CHARIOT [VOITURE ANGLAISE] ........... 412 ... 39
English Coupé&with coachman's seat); closed or convertible

11. 1760 ..CUITICIE ettt 2/2 .......... 4

12. 1760 ..Coach (New Style)........coeveuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeee 4/4 ......... 60

English Coach closed



13. 1761 ..PHAETON ..., 4R...... 44

14. 1768 ..POST CHAISE [VOITURE ANGLAISE] ............... 4/2 ......... 22
English Coupé&without coachman's seat); closed or convertible

15. 1770 ..State Coach...........ceeviiiiiiiiiiienec e, 4/4 ........... 1
of Governor Lord Botetourt; type uncertain

16. 1770 ..Post(ing) Coach..........cccoeeviviiiiiiiiiiieeeiie e a/4 ........... 3
closed; highclass travelling carriage

17. 1772 . LANDAU ..o 4/4 .......... 10
convertible open / closed

18. 1772 ..SUIKEY ..evvviviiiiiiceiie e 212 ............ 2
open

19. 1772 . WHhISKEY ....vvvuiiiiiiiiii i 212 ... 1
open or folding top

20. 1776 ..Stage WagOn........ccouuuuiiiiiiieeiiiieee et -8/6........ 9
public post carriage; closed

21.1791 ...C0aChEE.......ccoi e BB 2

Notes on the Goodwin Report.

Property tax lists in Williamsburg from 1786 until 1799 serve as a more specific inventory of
equipages (Goodwin, p.xxxi):

Four-wheeled carriagesbetween 11 and 17 carriages; e.g. 1791: 11 Post chaiSksyibt,

3 Phaetons, 1 Coach, 1 Coachee.

Two-wheeled chairs:between 16 and 28 chairs; e.g. 1791: 26 Chairs.

Horses:between 123 and 194 horses; e.g. 1791: 178 horses.

Contrary to the Goodw#RReport, | have distinguished between "old" and "new" coaames a
chariots, between the carodgpe and the new English type. Around 1750, a new age in
carriagebuilding began with the invention of the Post Chariot, a type which | call "English
Coupé".

Before aboull 760the common carriages were:

Chairs and Chaise€hariots (Caross€oupés) and Coaches (Carosses and Berlins).

After 1760 we find:

(improved)Chairs and Chaisesg.ltalian ChaisesPhaetons, CoacheShariots Post Chaises

/ Chariotsand Landaus, all in the new English style and with the latestitagh

improvements.

(Those more or less built for travelling are underlined.)

For the yeafl724 the carriage situation in Virginia, as well as in England, is clearly outlined
by the Reverend Hugh Jones of London (Goodwin, p.i):

"They [the "good families" in Williamsburg] live in the same neat manner, dress after the
same modes, and behave themselves exactly as the gentry in London; most families of any
note having &oach, chariot, berlin or chaise"

The terms "carosse" and "batldid not appear in Virginia; they were all just referred to as
"coaches". Both started as travelling and town carriages and graduated to coaches for high
ceremonial use.

Further, the title page &WVebleys famous work, which appeared in the year whesanova
lived in London (1763), might be of interest for the terminology of carriages (some of his
designs are on show in this book):



THE
NOBLEMAN and GENTLEMAN's

DIRECTOR and ASSISTANT,
INTHE
True Choice of their WHEEE CARRIAGES:
BEING
Entire new Designs for TravellinGoaches, Postoaches, Landaus both open
and close, Chariots, PeGhariots, Calashes, PeShaises, Phaetons, and other

Vehicles, &c. curiously hung on Steel Springs.
BEING
A Work of universal use, not only to Gentlemen, but Caaelkers and Springakers in general.
The Wheels and Axl&rees are made of a proper Height, so as to enable the horses to draw freely and
with the greatest Ease; many a fine Horse having beetytspaliled by going up great Ascents, and all
owing to fixing improperly the Wheels and Axis.
The Whole drawn from Original Designs, executed and correctly engraved ondiki@ppper Plates.
LONDON

Printed for AA W EBLEY, in Holborn, near @hceryLane, 1763.

Two-Wheeled Carriages.

Chair, ChaiseandCalashare often interchangeable terms. The bodies were of different
shapes and had different equipment. The most important were:

In Italy:
In the 17th and 18th century, a typical Italian cleaichaise was th8edia(French travellers,
e.g. de Brosses in 1739, calle€haise a I'ltalienng This was the universal carriage for
private use, the resgtcarriage of the post stations and other companies, and the standard
carriage of the carriefsetturini). For two persons, body open, enclosed or folding top,
reminiscent of a bellows, which wiiyasanovance called this chaise "Mantice".
An open sedia for one person was call&ediola or Flower-pot Calesson Naples.
: % r .

s
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An openSediaand one with a folding top, painted by Gaspar van Wittel in Rome about 1710.
- Photos: PG.

- --1n 2007, | was informed about an existing carriage:



-

-5'5 7 ‘3

The Sediaof Mr GnecchiRuscone, Milano. Northern Italy, between 1730 and 1750, in
excellent orignal condition:

The box can be taken offy 4 screws. The wheels are fastened only by a pin (cf.

Transportation of Dismantled Travelling Carriage$hotos and Copyright: Carlo Gnecchi
Ruscone, Inzago (MI).

There is a detailed description dyachim Christoph Nemeitin his travellers' gide
"Nachlese besonderer Nachrichten von Italien”, published in Leipzig in 1726, Pages 313 ff.
(italics by Nemeitz)

"The journey back from Rome can be done in two ways; either again Wetuanq or by
Post; and with the latter, either on horseback@Sedia (...).

You can obtairSediesverywhere in Rome at the harnesakers and atifferentprices.
Usually a new one, which is not magbgraordinairementuxurious, costs about thirgcudi
[1,800 Pence (d.)]. Sometimes you can get one at the hanad®ss or buy one
privatelywhich is already a little used; and these cost sBmaliless. However, one must
observehe following when buying &edia

1. To see that it is made of good woddttthe wheels are well ironed, and binencard
[perches, shaft] is strong.

2. That the body or seat is not hanging in braces, but directly placed lomaticard because
then you are less likely to overturn with it.

3. That the hood of the body is noade of leather but of oilcloth which is lighter, and will
not become hard and stiff in the rain or sunshine like leather.

4. That you are not concerned with it beprgpre, but onlycommode

5. That you prefer one which has wide rails rather tharowatvecause later tHere-
undercarriage can bemountedbetter. (...).

Will I, after doing theTourthrough Italy, sell mySediaagain, so then | can be rid of it at


http://www.giacomo-casanova.de/catour5.htm#Transport

Milan, Geneva, Padua, Augspurg or elsewhere. | am, however, of the opinion thattéris bet
to have dore-undercarriage put beneath it, perhaps at Trento, or at some other place where

the German Posts begin, awdl on, rather than sell the sedia fmgatellemoney."
(I shall discuss the forendercarriage in the section on tfigerlin".)

s o “~

A Sediain Rome, painted again by Gaspar van Wittel, about 1 Hato (cutting): PG=-- A
closedSediawith postilion entering the square in front of the Ospedale Santa Maria Nuova in
Florence- Giuseppe Zocchi, about 1740. From Brlgantl Glanzvolles Europa Photo (cutting): PG.

Two closedSedieparked at the custostatlon Pletra Mala on the Ratleqsass between
Florence and BolognaJ. Smith, about 1780. From: Birilli, Il Viaggio in Italia. Photo (cutting): PG.

At Perugia in 1786Johann Wolfgang von Goethdescribes aetturino's Sediaas follows
(Italian Journey, p.12Q)

"With the Vetturini it is a disagreeable drive; the best thing is that you can follow them
comfortably on foot. From Ferrara to here, | let myself be dragged on in this way. This Italy,
highly favoured by nature in comparison with all countries, fallsitgiy behind in all things
mechanical and technical, which is the basis of a more comfortable and fresher way of life.
The carriage of the Vetturini, which they still calbadia is an arnchair, originating from

the old carried chairs in which womertder and noble persons were conveyed by mules.
Instead of the rear mule which they later harnessed alongside the shaft [in which the fore mu
was], they put two wheels and no further improvement was thought necessary".

Thelater Italian Chaise, Calesso, @Gaise a I'ltalienne had an improved folding top, similar

to today. For private or public use, with some variations.
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|
"Gentleman's Calesse". A modern closed body as a vetturino's Séxtkaown artist, about
1810. Victoria and Albert Museurhpndon. Photo: PG--- "Galessa di Resina vicino Napoli"
(Resina and Portici formed one place). The number 24 identifieNdajgolitan Calesso
[term basing on information by Thomas Ryder, The Carriage Journal, New &®&]licensed carriage
(taxi). - Unknown artist, about 1810. Victoria and Albert Museum, London. Photo: PG.

SelfdrivenChaise a I'ltalienne Italy or France, about 1770. Body on thoroughbraces. The
footman indicates a wealthy ownePhoto: RudolfH Wackernagel.

In France:
TheChaise de Postevas a very special carriage, built and used only in France. Originating
from the 17th century, it was only for one person, suspeiot steel springs a la Dalesme

with a door at the fronCasanova@awned four Chaises de Poste at different times.

Elegant Chaise de Poste & Cul de Sinfjeand 'Chaise de Poste a 'Ecrevisée-
Encyclopédie, Paris 1769. Photos: PG.



In England:
Modified French Chaise de Poste, and other types.

being robbed on Hampstead HeatlPhoto by Rudolf H Wackernagel from: Ivan Sparkes,
Stagecoaches and Carriages, Letchworth 1975, p. 63.

Chaisewith a folding top, old Italian style, however painted in about 17Bfancisco Goya;
Prado, Madrid. Photo: Janna Leeflang. Full pictuzee

In Germany:
Here twewheeled carriages were not in use (always-felieeled ones; cf abowemeit?.
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THE CASANOVA TOUR
by Pablo Glnther

(Contenty Part IV:
TRAVELLING CARRIAGES (part Il - VIII) - Four-Wheeled Carriages- Early open carriage
Chaise, Calash, Phaeto@arasse, Caross€oupé- Landau- FourSeater Closed Berlin, Beri@oupé,
Berlin-Calash, BerlilPhaeton, BerlirChaise- English Coach, English Coup&erman Travelling
Carriage- StageWagons and StageCoaches Steel Springs. (part V: The English Coupé or Post
Chariot)

Four-WheeledCarriages.

SR - 1 N~ .
Matthaeus Merian (15931650) produced many views of German towns, sometimes
ornamenting the engravings with carriages. Here is an open one, practically identical to the
Hungarian "Koczi“carriage which appeared in thgth century and is regarded as the first
common fourwheeled travelling carriage. Until today, this type is still in use in eastern
European statesPhoto: PG.

Chaise, Phaeton, Calash.

Chaise:two seats, minimal body, with or without top similar to the-tmlreeled chaises.
Phaeton:body open or with folding top, especially high suspended. Mostly fodselhg.
Calash: two or four seats, body with or without doors, always with rear folttipg
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The straight long perches of this model in miniature Bédin-Chaiseshow the possible
descent of the berlin from twwheeled carriages. It was built by a coachmaker in about 1730,

presumably in Northern Italy. The body is mounted on thorougkbral sold this unique
model to theNVurttembergisches Landesmuse@tuttgart, in 1996. Photo: PG.
.l

This carriage | date it about 1740belongs to the Wollaton Park Industrial Museum at
Nottingham. There it is callecEhglish Post Phaetoh It was designed and built for the
Baskerville of Clyro in Powys, and is today presumably the oldest survivingvioeeled

Chaise, Calash or Phaeton. The two perches (hanblercarriage!) are straight, the body is
suspended upon thoroughbraces (bestlispension!) which are fixed at the rear side on
supports (carosse!), the top can be folded back, and the coachman's seat is removable (for
selfdriving or postilion use). Photo: PG--- A youngerPhaetonwith a light and high

suspended body. Two craneck perches and four whgprings.- Drawing by an unknown
artist, in 1760. Victoria and Albert Museum, London. Photo; PG.

el ol

Though the abovBerlin-Chaisewas painted about 175Casanovs oldfashioned
travelling carriage "Innsbruck™ of 1783 could Weave looked like thigcf "Casanova's

Carriage¥). Two flat perches, no suspensietihe mairguard at Frankfurt on Main", by Christian
Georg Schitz (cutting; full picture abov@hoto taken from the original in the Historic Museum of
Frankfurt by PG.
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A four-seateBerlin-Calashwith a folding top in bellows / manticestyle, no doors.
Carriages like this were also used by German travellers, e.g. the Prince of Brunswick togethe
with Lessing and a third person, travelling from Vienna to Rome in X' Bébnardo Bellotto,

SchloRSchloRhof [near Vienna] from north (detail), about 1760. Photo: Kunsthistorisches Museum,
Vienna, no. Il 17418.

The oldestCalash(1775) in the new style and with doors that | knw. Again a berlin
undercarriage, now with crameck perches and steel isigs, at the rear side a la Poloignac

(first sort of Gsprings in France), in front whigprings - Detail of a painting by Jacques Ph J de
SaintQuentin, Paris 1775; Musée des Beaux Arts, Besancon. Photo: PG.

From about 1795 onwards, the next generatidBadhshedike this were widespread. The

flat body had a folding top and was able to be closed by an additional front window and a
leathern togpiece. Undercarriage wittne perch(English style), and, for #hfirst time (left
picture),C-springs. - The so called "Syrgenstein Calash" from my village Hergensweiler,
Southern GermanyCount Waldstein in Dux / Bohemia could have owned such a carriage and
even could have loaned it @asanovdor his last three jauneys in 1795 1797 (cf "Casanova's
Carriage¥). Photo: PG--- Travelling carriage of Johann Wolfgang von Goethe, still in his

house in Weimar, bought at Carlsbad / Bohemia in 1&h0to: PG.

Of the same type is:
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Calash,travelling: 4 posthorses, riding postilion. Berlin 1828, Unter den Linden, Neue
Wache and Zeughaus. Oil by Wilhelm BriickePhoto: Archive Burg Hohenzollern, Hechingen.

Themilitary calash "de service leger" of Napoleon I, built by the (English?) coachmaker
Getting (name engraved on the springs) in Paris, used during the campaign in 1805 and lost
mysteriously after the battle of Austerlitz at the end of that year. The folding top is missing
the projection in front was for the legs when sleegaidNapoleon's equipages Photo:

Carriage Museum Wagenburg Schénbrunn, Vienna.

Carosse, Carosseoupé.

Presumably, the Carosse was an Italian invention, suspending the body between four
supports. The undercarriage hdike always before one perch. Left a design of a simple
four-seater town and travelling caross&y Antonio Canal, about 1725Photo (ctting): PG.-

- - Another example of the same typ&rom a painting by Giovanni Battista Tiepolo (16P670),
or his school, in Orazio Bagnasco's palazzo in Venice (Ca' Contarini). Around 1740. Photo: PG.
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